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should stain her hands with Queen Mary's blood, it will redound to his lasting dishonor, especially as the universal judgment of mankind will be that he refused to give his mother the benefit of his good offices with the said Queen of England, as he should have done; for his representations might have been sufficient to move her, if he had chosen to make them as pressing as his filial duty would seem to require. Furthermore, it is greatly to be feared that, when his mother is dead, his turn will soon come, and the design will be formed to put him out of the way by violent means, in order to make it a simpler matter for those who are on the spot to assert their claims to the English succession after Elizabeth's death, and not only to defraud the King of Scotland of his rightful claim thereto, but to cast suspicion upon his right to his own crown. I cannot say in what plight my said sister-in-laws's affairs may be when you receive this letter; but I will say this, that in any event I desire that you should do your utmost, by urgent remonstrance and in every other way which occurs to you, to arouse the said King of Scotland to exert himself to defend and protect his mother ; and that you should say to him from me that, as it is something for which, should he do it, he will be enthusiastically commended by all other kings and sovereign princes, so he must bear in mind that if he fail in this duty he will be severely blamed, and the result may well be very disastrous to his own interests. As to my own affairs, you will learn from this that the Queen, my mother, is soon to meet the King of Navarre and confer with him with a view to compose the disorders of this realm; if his affection for me is as great as mine for him, I hope that affairs will soon be brought to a satisfactory conclusion, and that my subjects will have some respite from the greivous ills